Actor Stephen Fry sent a spgcial message to mark the unveiling of Goole -
- Civic Society’s first Blue Plaque - in memory of a Goole cricketer and First
World War victim who was the inspiration for P. G. Wodehouse’s Jeeves.

In the year that marks 100 years since Percy The plaque, at the corner of Manuel Street and
Jeeves’s death on the Somme, family members Boothferry Road, was funded by Goole & District
were among more than 40 guests who recently Lottery, Goole Town Cricket Club and the P. G.
attended the unveiling of the plaque on the Wodehouse Society (UK).

Oddfellows building near Percy’s childhood home

i 1 Street, Goole...

‘ Percy’s great nephew, Keith Mellard, and his wife Audrey
travelled from their home in Aberdeen for the event. He
vas joipedby Brian Halford, cricket writer and author of
The Real Jeeves, a book about Percy’s life.

Keith, whose grandfather Alick Jeeves was Percy’s
brother, spoke of his pride in the great uncle he had
neyer met but felt he knew. Percy Jeeves spent his
“boyhood at 72 Manuel Street and played for Goole Town
Cricket Club before becoming professional and playing
- County Cricket for Warwickshire.

n 1913, P G. Wodehouse saw him play a matchat
Cheltenham and was so impressed he later used the
name for Bertie Wooster's immaculate manservant
Jeeves.

~ Stephen Fry, who played Jeeves in the TV series Jeeves
and Wooster sent a personal message to the people of
‘Guoole, which was read out at the unveiling: “Tam so
heartened and happy to learn that Percy Jeeves, the
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deportment, respectful manner and quiet
the perfect model for Wodehouse’s GOOLE TOWN CRICKET CLUB
acrifice that Percy made, however, reminds AND WARWICKSHIRE COUNTY
e truth of life was like for so many of his P, CRICKETER,
We salute him.” KILLED ON THE SOMME.
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